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The  accompanying  address  has  Ixjen  rigistercd  in  accordance 
with  the  Copyright  Act  by  John  Boyd. 


FORK  won  D. 

'riiu  jrroat  interest  tliat  lias  lieeii  annised  in  the  ('artier  f'eiitenarv 
movement  was  sliown  by  the  hirj,'e  ^.'ailierin^'  wiiich  a.sseriil)le(i  at  the 
C'anaflian  Cluh  luiulicon  in  tlie  Sailors*  Institute  on  Monday,  April 
7lh,  ]'.)\A,  to  iiear  Mr.  John  Hoyd  speak  on  "Sir  (ieorge  Ktieiine 
('artiir.  His  Work  for  Canada  and  His  Services  to  Montreal."  Tho 
speaker's  references  to  the  work  that  Cartier  had  aceomplished  for 
Canada,  and  especially  to  the  great  services  that  he  rendered  to  the 
City  of  Montreal,  were  enthusiastically  applauded  by  the  large  audience 
of  representative  business  men. 

The  accompanying  address  which  includes  a  summary  of  Sir 
(ieorge  Etienne  Cartier's  career  and  achievements  is  but  a  preliminary 
to  the  Memorial  History  of  the  Life  and  Times  of  Cartier  which  is  now 
l.eing  written  by  Mr,  John  Boyd,  and  which  will  deal  e.vhanstively  not 
only  with  Cartier's  career  but  also  with  the  whole  period  covered  by  that 
career,  one  of  the  most  memorable  periods  of  Canadian  history.  The 
work  will  be  j)ublished  next  year  iinder  the  auspices  of  the  Cartier 
Centenary  ( onmiittce  in  connection  with  the  great  commemorative 
cflel)iation  of  the  one  lHindre<lth  anniversary  of  Cartier's  birth. 
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SIR  GEORGE  ETIENNE  CARTIER 

HU  Work  for  Canada  and  Hit  ServicM  to  Montreal. 

<.\N    ADKK'KSS    DKMX  KUKD    HY    Ml{.   .»oHN    HoYD   HKFORE 

THE  CANAnfAN'  (MB  OT  MoNTHRAL, 

AI'HII.  Tth.  l!U:i.) 


Mr.  C'hairiiiaii  uinl  (i.-ntli'Mien: 

The  subjett  of  tin-  u<i<lres!»  which  1  have  the  priviU'>,'e  of  delivering 
to-day  is  "Sir  (Joor^e  Ktienne  Cartier.  His  Work  for  Caiuida  and  lli« 
!St;r''iit's  to  Montreal." 

Ix?t  me  at  thi'  outset,  Mr.  Chairniuii,  expres.-  my  deei.  apprwiation 
of  the  honor  the  K\.'.utive  of  the  Tanadiaii  Cluh  has  done  me  in 
•nviting  nie  to  address  the  members  of  this  important  and  representative 
organization. 

Wlicn,  in  18"J-^,  through  the  efTorts  of  Mr.  t'harh's  H.  MeCullough 
of  Hamilton,  the  first  Canadian  Club  was  organized,  a  movement  was 
inaugurated  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Dominion.  Every  imiwr- 
tant  centre  throughout  the  countrj'  now  iia«  its  Canadian  Club,  and 
tnese  organizations,  or  as  they  have  bt-en  well  termed,  these  "  universi- 
ties of  the  people"  now  numbering  nearly  one  hundred,  are  doing  a 
splendid  work  in  fostering  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  in  creating  that 
national  sentiment  which  is  so  essential  to  Canada's  welfare.  The 
Canadian  Club  of  Montreal,  composed  as  it  is  of  the  most  representative 
citizens  of  the  commercial  metropolis,  lias  ever  been  foremost  in  this 
great  work,  and  it  is  indci-d  a  privilege  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
addressing  such  a  gathering. 

What  more  appropriate  subject,  Mr.  Chairman,  could  be  found  for 
an  address  before  a  Canadian  Club,  than  the  career  of  one  of  our  groat 
Dation-buildcrs,  of  one  who  helped  to  lay  the  foundations  of  Canadian 
nationality  and  of  the  Dominion's  greatness? 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  nor  would  time  permit  on 
this  occasion,  to  deal  exhaustively  with  the  life  and  achievements  of  Sir 
Oeorpe  Etienne  Cartier.  That  is  now  engajrinjr  my  attention  in  another 
form,  and  when  the  Memorial  History  of  the  Life  and  Times  of  G«orge 
Etk-nuc  Cartier  shall  appear,  it  will,  T  trn-^t  bo  hw.d  to  l.-e  at  least  an 
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exhaustive  review  of  a  great  career  and  of  one  of  the  most  memorable 
periods  of  Canadian  history.  On  this  occasion,  owing  to  the  limited 
time  at  my  disposal,  I  shall  content  myself  with  reviewing  succinctly 
Cartier's  public  career  and  achievements,  dwelling  briefly  on  the  lessons 
of  his  life  with  special  emphasis  upon  the  great  work  that  he  did  for 
Canada  in  general  and  the  eminent  services  which  he  rendered  to  the 
City  of  Montreal  in  particular. 

I  shall  take  it  for  granted.  Gentleman,  that  you  are  all  conversant 
with  the  main  facts  of  Cartier's  career,  from  his  birth  at  St.  Antoine 
on  the  Richelieu  River  on  September  6th,  1814,  until  his  entrance  to 
public  life  at  the  age  of  34  in  1848,  from  that  date  until  he  became 
Prime  Minister  of  United  Canada  in  1858,  and  from  that  until  his 
death  in  1873  when  he  held  the  portfolio  of  Minister  of  Militia  and 
Defence  in  the  Dominion  Government. 

Cartier's  public  career  covered  a  period  of  some  twenty-f^ve  years, 
that  is  to  say  from  1848  to  1873.  What  fruitful  efforts,  what  hercu- 
lanean  labors,  what  great  achievements,  what  struggles,  defeats  and 
triumphs  were  crowded  within  the  compass  of  that  career!  The  period 
which  it  covered  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable,  if  not  the  most 
remarkable,  in  the  whole  range  of  Canadian  history.  It  was  a  period 
which  witnesseil  many  great  constitutional  changes,  many  transforma- 
tions of  parties,  many  fierce  political  straggles.  It  saw  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of  the  Union,  it  marked  the  triumph  of  the  long  struggle 
for  responsible  government,  it  witnessed  the  birth  of  Confederation.  It 
was  a  period  fecund  of-  great  events  and  momentous  developments,  it 
was  lalso  a  period  rendered  notable  by  the  long  succession  of  great 
statesmen  whose  names  must  forever  be  illustrious  in  Canadian  history. 

During  all  of  that  period  Cartier  played  an  active  part  and  at 
times  occupied  a  pre-eminent  position. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  career,  Cartier  was  a  zealous  reformer.  In 
his  youth  like  so  many  other  ardent  spirits  of  the  time  he  came  under 
the  influence  of  Tx)uis  Joseph  Papineau,  when  that  great  French  Can- 
adian tribune,  with  his  incomparable  eloquence,  was  thundering  against 
those  administrative  abuses  which  were  directly  responsible  for  the 
troubles  of  the  period.  Nor  was  Papineau  alone  in  his  opposition  to 
what  Cartier  described  as  the  action  of  a  minority  which  sought  to 
dominate  the  majority  and  exploit  the  government  in  its  own  interests. 
Papineau,  it  should  be  remembered  had  the  support  of  leading  English- 
speakinff  Canadians,  such  as  the  distinguished  Wolfred  Nelson,  after- 
wards Mayor  of  Montreal ;  in  fact  it  is  a  noteworthy  historical  feature 
that  some  of  the  leading  figures  in  the  struggle  for  responsible  govern- 
ment in  Lower  Canada  were  English-speaking.    Cartier's  participation 
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in  the  rising  of  1837  was  due  to  the  ardor  and  impetuosity  of  youth 
and  the  sincere  convictions  lie  held  that  the  prevailing  evils  called  for 
drastic  measures.  His  experience  convinced  him  of  the  foUy  of  an 
appeal  to  arms;  he  realized  that  the  remedy  for  existing  evils  must  be 
sought,  not  through  amied  resistance  to  the  constituted  authorities,  but 
through  constitutional  agitation  and  legislative  action.  lie  became  a 
staunch  supporter  of  LaFontaine's  policy,  and  one  of  his  oariiest 
campaign  speeches  was  made  in  advocacy  of  the  principle  of  ministerial 
responsibilit}  during  the  crisis  resulting  from  the  resignation  of  tlxe 
LaFoiitaine-Bal(l\nn  Government  in  1844.  In  1848,  when  Cartier  first 
entered  Parliament,  the  struggle  for  responsible  government,  thanks  to 
the  efforts  of  those  two  great  statesmen,  Ix)uis  llypolite  LaFontaine 
and  Robert  Baldwin,  whose  names  will  forever  be  held  in  the  highest 
honor  by  all  Canadians,  '.ad  been  fought  and  won.  When  justice  had 
been  secured  and  existing  abuses  remedied  by  the  granting  of  respon- 
sible government,  Cartier  became,  and  ever  afterwards  continued  to  be 
one  of  the  warmest  supporters  and  most  zealous  champions  of  British 
institutions,  a  strong  advocate  of  the  maintenance  of  British  connection 
and  a  passionate  lover  of  the  British  flag. 

Cartier  was  the  destined  successor  of  LaFontaine  in  the  great  work 
of  reconstruction,  pacification,  and  conciliation,  and  when  LaFontaine 
retired  in  1851,  and  was  followed  a  few  years  later  by  that  other 
eminent  French-Canadian  statesman,  Auguste  Xorbert  Morin,  Cartier's 
path  to  the  leadership  of  his  native  province  was  clear.  For  years  he 
was  the  undisputed  leader:  his  voice,  as  has  been  well  said,  was  the 
voice  of  Quebec. 

The  struggle  for  responsible  jjovernment  having  been  won,  an  era 
of  marked  industrial  expansion  and  development  followed  \mder  the 
Union.  It  was  an  era  of  railway  building,  of  canal  construction,  of 
the  establishment  of  great  public  works.  Cartier,  owing  to  his  practical 
qualities,  liis  great  business  abilities,  his  mastery  of  details,  and  his 
administrative  capacities,  was  eminently  qualified  to  obtain  a  leading 
position  during  such  a  period.  He  achieved  distinction  as  a  reformer, 
as  an  able  administrator,  as  a  legislator,  and  as  a  constructive  states- 
man. His  name  is  attached  to  some  of  the  most  important  Acts  of  a 
period  prolific  of  important  legislation.  It  is  sufficient  to  mention  in 
this  connection  such  measures  as  the  construction  of  the  Montreal  and 
Portland  Railway,  the  decentralization  of  the  judiciary,  the  codification 
of  the  civil  laws  and  of  civil  procedure,  the  m-^^ification  of  the  criminal 
law.  the  Municipal  Act  of  Lower  Canada,  the  Act  relating  to  registration 
offices,  rhe  abolitio'-  of  the  seigniorial  tenure,  the  choice  of  Ottawa  as 
the  (^apital  of  Canada,  the  construction  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 


and  the  Victoria  Bridge,  the  otu'anization  of  the  educational  system  of 
Lower  Canada,  the  improvement  and  deepening  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
the  huilding  of  canals,  the  union  of  tlie  provinces  of  British  North 
America,  the  acquisition  of  the  Xorth-Weyt  Territories,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  the  establishment  of  the  Province  of 
Manitoba,  tlic  admission  ot'  Hritisli  Colnmbi:i  int)  Cont'udcratioii,  the 
CFtablishment  of  the  militia  system  and  the  initiation  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway. 

It  wfiuld  not  be  in  accordance  with  that  absolute  truth  which  is 
demanded  of  history,  to  even  infer  that  to  Cartier  alone  is  due  the 
credit  for  the  passage  of  all  of  these  great  measures.  Many  eminent 
men  contributed  by  tlieir  efforts  to  their  achievement.  But  to  Cartier 
may  fairly  be  adjudged  the  merit  without  detracting  from  the  merits 
of  othtTs.  of  having  taken  an  iictive  part  in  the  achievement  of  all  of 
tliese  important  measures,  of  having  devoted  bis  great  energies  and 
abilities  to  their  accomplishment,  and  of  having  played  a  determining 
part  in  tlie  achievement  of  some  of  them.  Some  of  these  mea.sures  were 
of  material  benefit  to  the  progress  of  the  country  The  legal  reforms  fur 
which  (artier  is  entitled  to  the  sole  credit,  constitute  in  themselves  a 
monunient  to  bis  ise  statemenship.  Other  measures  in  which  he 
played  a  determining  part,  such  as  Confederatix.i,  were  of  an  epoch- 
making  character,  in  connection  with  Canada's  national  development 
and  well-being.  As  an  eminent  Frencii-Canadian  writer,  the  late 
Senator  Tasse,  has  well  remarked,  more  than  one  of  these  measures 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  immortalize  Cartier.  He  was,  to  u.se 
Senator  Tasse's  words,  at  one  and  the  same  time  a  legislator,  a  foundcx" 
of  constitutions,  a  peaceful  conqueror. 


'Cartier   and    Confederation 

The  greatest  work  in  which  Cartier  participated,  and  in  whicli  it 
is  freely  acknowUVlged  be  phiyed  a  detennining  part,  was  of  course  the 
establishment  of  Confederation.  The  idea  of  a  union  of  all  the  prov- 
inces of  British  Xorth  America  did  not  originate  with  Cartier,  any 
more  than  it  originated  with  Macdonald,  Tupper,  Tilley,  Brown  or  the 
other  great  Fathers  of  Confederation.  Proposals  to  that  effect  had 
been  made  long  before,  and  the  idea  was  one  that  had  arisen  in  many 
minds  as  a  desirable  consummation  and  as  a  remedy  for  the  chaotic  con- 
ditions which  then  prevailed.  But  the  idea  was  one  that  was  heartily 
iupportetl  by  Cartier  from  a  very  early  period,  and  to  the  Cartit-r- 
Macdonald  Government  of  which  he  became  the  head  in  1858  as  Prime 
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Minister  of  Unitt'd  Canada  nuist  be  ^ven  the  credit  ol  having  taken 
tlie  first  practical  steps  to  r)ring  jilioiit  Confederation.  One.  of  the  items 
of  that  governnicnt's  programme  wa.s  the  union  of  the  British  Nortii 
American  provinces,  and  soon  after  tlie  close  of  the  session  of  1858,  a 
delegation  composed  of  tiiree  members  of  the  Government,  Cartier  him- 
s^eU,  A.  T.  Gait,  and  John  Ko!=e  \\ent  to  Knglaml  to  press  the  matter 
npon  the  Imperial  (iovemment.  A  memorandum  submitted  to  t'ne 
Imperial  authorities  and  si|rned  by  Cartier,  Gait  and  \lt><f  nrjred  the 
Imperial  Government  to  take  steps  to  have  a  meeting  of  delegates  from 
all  the  iiritish  Xorth  American  provinces  to  cousiiler  the  question  of 
Confederation  and  to  n'port  upon  it. 

Though  the  steps  taken  in  ISois  had  no  immediate  result,  tlie 
fact  remains  that  the  Goveninient  of  which  Cartier  wr.s  the 
head,  -was  the  first  to  take  up  the  fpiestion  nf  the  union  of  the  British 
North  American  iirovincc-,  that,  as  the  lamented  Thomas  D'Arcy  McGee 
remarked  in  his  great  sp  ecii  during  the  Confederation  debate  *'  the  first 
leal  stage  of  the  success  of  Confederation,  the  thing  that  gave  impor- 
tance to  the  theory  in  men's  minds,  was  the  memorandum  of  1858, 
signed  by  Cartier,  Gait  and  K'ose.  The  recommendation  in  that  memo- 
randum" said  McGee,  "lai<l  dormant  until  revived  by  tlie  Constitu- 
tiimnl  Committee  which  led  to  tlie  coalition.  whi<-h  led  to  the  Quebec 
Conference,  which  led  to  the  draft  <if  the  Constituti(m  now  on  oiir 
table,  and  which"  added  McfJee  witli  as.-urance  '•will  lend,  T  am  fain 
tc  l>elieve,  to  the  union  of  all  these  provinces,'" — an  assurance,  whicli  was 
not  long  aftenvards  happily  fullilled. 

Cartier  was  the  leader  of  the  Quebec  wing  of  the  Coalition  Ministry. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Charlottetown  Conference,  as  well  as  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Quebec  Conference.  ITe  took  a  leading  part  in  the  Cniifedera- 
tion  debate-,  ahly  defending  the  mea.sure  against  the  attacks  made  upon 
it.  With  Macdonald,  lirown  and  Gait  he  was  deputed  after  the  scheme 
had  been  ndoptid  by  tne  Ivcgislature  to  go  to  England  to  confer  with 
Her  Majesty's  (Government ;  he  was  also  one  of  the  delegates  who  sat  in 
Confeience  from  the  1th  to  the  24th  December,  1866,  at  the  West- 
minster Palace  Hotel  in  London,  and  at  which  a  series  of  6!)  resolutions, 
based  on  those  of  the  (Quebec  Confer»'nce,  were  finjilly  piussed.  The 
>ittings  of  that  famous  conference  were  renewed  early  in  January  of 
1S67,  a  scries  of  draft  bills  were  drawn  up,  and  revis(>d  by  the  Imperial 
law  otiicers,  a  bill  was  sid)mitted  to  tlie  Tmf)erial  Parliament  in 
February,  and  on  March  'JOtli,  under  the  title  of  the  Piritish  North 
.\merica  Act.  it  received  the  royal  as«<mt.  A  royal  proclamation  issued 
from  Windsor  Castle  on  May  22nd,  1867,  appointed  July  1st  a.s  the 
date  upon  which  the  Act  should  come  into  force,    and  the  following 
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first  of  July  witnessed  the  birth  of  what  the  Governor-General,  Ix)rd 
Monck,  well  designated  as  "  a  new  nationality  ". 

The  men    who  assembled   at  Quebec   on  October    10th,    1864,    to 
devise    mean*    for  bringing    about  the    union    of  the    British    North 
Amerioan  provinces,  had  momentous  problems  to  solve,  but  they  were 
all  men  of  the  most  ardent  patriotism,  of  the  broadest  views,  and  with  a 
firm  determination  to  carry  to  a  successful  issue  the  great  work  with 
which  they  had  been  entrusted.     How  tliey  succeeded  in  their  task  we 
all  know.    It  has  been  well  remarked  by  one  of  the  biographers  of  Sir 
John  A.  Macdonald  that  there  are  three  men  besides  Mncdonald  who 
id  the  establishment  of  Confederation  and  in  securing  the  large  results 
which  followed    from    that    epoch-making    measure,    demand    special 
mention.   Those  men  were  (ieorge  Ktienne  ('artier,  Chairles  Tupper,  and 
Leonard  Tilley.*     Justifc  demaijds  that  George  Brown  should  also  be 
named  amongst  the  great  Fathers  of  Confederation,    for  without    the 
co-operation    of  that    eminent    Liberal    statesman    it    is    questionable 
whether  Confederation  under  the  circumstances  could  have  been  effected 
at  that  time.     It  wa«  George  Brown  who  made    the  proposals    which 
lenderwl  the    coalition   ministry  possible,    and    by    sinking  all    party 
considerations  and  personal  differences  in  a  grave  crisis  of  his  country's 
history,  he  performed   a  signal  act    of  patriotism,    which    entitles    his 
name  to  a  high   place  on  Canada's    roll  of  honor.     It  was   in   fact  a 
t=triking  lesson  in  patriotism  and  in  devotion  to  country,  to  find  men 
like  Macdonald  and  Cartier  on  the  one  hand,  and  Brown  on  the  other, 
forgetting  all  past  differences  and  even  bitter  personal  animosities,  and 
sitting  at  the  same  council  board  to  devise  means  by  which  the  public 
interests  might  be  served  at  a  most  critical  juncture.    Nor,  amongst  the 
leading  Fathers  of  Confederation  must  Sir  A.  T.  Gait  be  forgotten,  for 
that  distinguished  statesman  was  a  most  zealous  advocate  of  Confedera- 
tion, holding  that    unless  a  union   was  effected,   the   provinces    would 
inevitably    dnft  into  the    United  States.     During    the  parliamentary 
session   of  1858    he  strongly    advocated   the  federal   union  of  all   the 
British  North  American  provinces,    and  as  has  been  justly  said,  the 
resolutions  which  Gait  then   moved  in  favor  of  such    a  union,    entitle 
him  to  a  high  plam  amongst  the  promoters  of  Confederation  (♦). 

Of  the  thirty-two  statesmen  who  assembled  at  Quebec  in  1864  and 
framed  the  Qrebec  resolutions  which  formed  the  basis  of  Confederation, 
but  one  survives  to-day,  and  the  Cartier  Centenary  movement  has  the 
privilege  of  having  that  great  statesman  whose  name  will  forever  be 
linked  with  the  names  of  Macdonald  and  Cartier,  as  its  patron.    StUl 

•Dr.   Parkin— Ldfe  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald. 
,-.,„  (*)   John   Lewis,   Life  of  George  Brown 
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hale  and  hearty  in  his  92ud  year.  Sir  Charlee  Tupper  enjoys  the 
veneration  and  esteem  of  all  Canadians.  It  has  been  justly  said  by  Sir 
John  A.  Macdonald's  biographer,  that  in  the  "  reconciliation  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  Confederation;  in  carrying  out  a  great  expensive  and  hazardous 
railway  policy;  in  the  establishment  of  a  national  fiscal  system;  in 
making  Canadian  expansion  compatible  with  complete  allegiance  to  the 
Empire,  the  aid  which  Macdonald  received  from  Sir  Charles  Tupper, 
can  scarcely  be  exaggerated.  In  him  great  natural  ability  and  power 
ar.  a  platform  speaker  were  united  with  a  splendid  optimism  about  his 
country,  a  courage  that  feared  nothing,  and  a  resoluteness  of  purpose 
which  despised  any  obstacles  with  which  he  could  be  confronted."* 

It  is  not  minimizing  the  services  of  any  of  the  other  illustrious 
Fathers  of  Confederation,  to  say  that  Cartier  played  a  leading,  in  fact 
a  determining  part,  in  the  achievement  of  that  measure.  His  great 
colleagues  have  generously  testified  to  the  pre-eminent  services  which 
lie  rendered  at  that  time. 

"  Cartier  wa«  as  bold  as  a  lion.  He  was  just  the  man  I  wanted :  but 
"  for  him  Confederation  sould  not  have  been  carried,"  was  the  emphatic 
declaration  made  by  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  on  the  day  when  he 
unveiled  the  statue  of  his  great  ooUeague  at  Ottawa. 

Sir  Charles  Tapper's  tribute  is  equally  eloquent    and  emphatic. 
"  I  have  no  hesitation"  he  says  "in  saying  that  without  Cartier  there 
'would  have  been  no  Confederation,  and  therefore  Canada  owes  him  a 
debt  that  can  never  be  repaid." 

Dr  Parkin  in  his  life  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  in  the  "  Makers  of 
Canada"  series,  also  pays  a  just  tribute  to  Cartier  for  his  work  in  con- 
nection with  Confederation  when  he  says:  "Without  Cartier's  loyal 
"help.  It  would  scarcely  have  been  possible,  when  the  effort  for  union 
"came,  to  allay  the  anxiety  of  the  French-Canadians  lest  thev  should 
"be  swaUowed  up,  and  their  individuality  be  lost  in  the  large  proposed 
confederacy." 

Cartier's  position  at  tb.  ^me,  it  must  be  remembered,  wae  an 
extremely  difficult  one,  in  ,  it  is  the  difficulties  which  he  then 
encountered  and  the  manner  in  which  he  triumphed  over  them,  that 
entitled  him  to  all  the  more  credit.  "Never  did  a  French-Canadian 
CTatesman"  as  an  eminent  French-Canadian  writer  has  remarked, 
have  to  face  a  greater  responsibility  than  that  which  Cartier  assumed 
the  day  when  he  had  the  alternative  of  accepting  or  refusing  Con- 
federation. Neither  Papineau  nor  Lafontaine  had  to  place  in  the 
balance  such  grave  issues.    Their  role  wa«  reduced  to  demanding  liberty 
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for  Canadians.  Cartier  had  to  choose  between  a  problematical  future 
and  a  recognized  state  of  affairs,  with  well  defined  advantages.  Would 
as  iiijiny  jriiarantoes  ht'  found  in  the  edifice  which  wtis  to  be  constructed? 
liy  acc<'pting  the  <niife<leration  of  the  provinces,  was  it  not  leaving 
the  certain  for  tlit-  uncertain?  Such  were  the  tjuestions  uiiich  iif^itated 
minds  anxiously  weighed."'" 

There  was  strong  opposition  to  Confederation  in  Quebec  as  well  as 
in  other  provinces.  Cartier  had  to  face  the  powerful  attiicks  of  redoubt- 
able and  able  antagonists  who  maintained  that  Confederation  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  French-Canadians.  Ilis  contention 
was  that  with  ffencr.  1  in';  rests  entrusted  to  a  central  government  and 
local  interests  to  local  legislatures,  the  rights  of  the  French-Canadians 
would  be  amply  safeguarded.  Cartier  maintained  his  jwsition  in  the 
face  of  the  most  determined  opposition  and  even  against  bitter  personal 
attacks.  He  had  his  vindication  when  in  the  electivnis  of  l.S()7  the 
people  of  Quebec  returned  him  to  Parliament  with  a  triumphant 
following. 

And  has  not  the  course  of  tvents  since  Confederation  vindicated 
the  position  which  Cartier  then  took?  The  French-Canadians  have  not 
only  cnjoyeil  the  fullest  freedom  in  the  direction  of  provincial  affairs, 
but  they  have  played  a  large  and  important  pan  in  the  public  life  of 
Canada,  a  French-Canadian  has  oceupied  the  exalti'd  position  of  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Dominion,  and  no  matter  whether  they  agree  with  his 
policy  or  not,  all  fair-minded  Canadians  must  admit  that  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  personally  filled  that  great  office  with  the  utiuost  distinction, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  country.  Under  Confederation  there 
has  been  friction  at  times  due  in  most  cases  to  demagogic  appeals  to 
popular  passion  and  racial  fwding,  but  the  sound  common  sense  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  has  always  asserted  itself,  and  the  governmental 
and  legislative  machinery  has  been  found  elastic  enough  to  ineet  ever 
iiKieasing  demands. 

A  notable  tribute  was  recently  paid  to  Cartier  and  the  other  great 
Fathers  of  Confederation  by  that  distinguished  British  statesman, 
diplomat,  and  author.  Right  Hon.  James  Bryce,  when  in  addressing 
this  Club  a  few  weeks  ago  he  said :  "  Xot  less  remarkable  than  your 
material  progress  has  been  the  growth  of  your  constitutional  govern- 
ment, although  in  its  early  days  there  were  not  wanting  people  to  show 
that  Canada  could  never  be  a  great  nation.  Your  federal  system  has 
worked  on  the  whole  with  wonderful  success  and  witli  little  friction. 
It  has  worked  perhaps  better  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world;  I  think 
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the  only  example  of  equal  success  i.s  tliat  ..f  Swil/.eilaiid.  You  have 
ha'!  the  j,'ivat  prohleni  of  two  raif-  living  sidr  i,y  side,  of  pef.ples 
(lifTerent  in  race  and  hinguagf,  wlioni  the  fi'<UTal  system  \va^  designed 
to  unite,  while  the  federation  of  di>tnc-ts  so  <lissimilar  us  the  provinee 
of  Mritish  (  ohiinhia,  the  prairies,  and  the  Maritime  Provinces  shows 
that  as  far  as  adaptation  to  local  (omiitions  is  concerned  the  ftnleral 
py.-tem  has  heen  an  un.|ualified  sU(eess.  And  this  success  is  a  trihute 
to  the  capacity  of  tin-  men  who  have  governwl  as  well  as  to  those  wlio 
framed  the  constitution." 

The  succ-.l'iil  working'  of  the  federal  system  in  Canada  to  which 
Mr.  Hryce  Lore  t.'>timony,  is  nnother  striking  proof  of  the  wise  am! 
far-si-lited  -.tntrsmaii-liip  of  (  artier  .uid  tiic  other  puhjic  men  who 
framed  our  constitution. 


Other   Great   Measures 


Confederation  liaving  hoen  accomplislied,  Cartiers  energies  weiv 
directed  to  measures  for  the  strengtliening  and  defence  of  the  national 
fabric,  lie  was  largely  in>trumenta!  in  (h-termining  the  route  of  the 
Intercolonial  Railway,  iind  m  luiving  tliat  ro.,d,  which  it  is  admitted  has 
been  a  most  important  lactor  in  consolidating  tlie  Dominion,  completed. 
One  of  the  most  important  mca^ires  of  Cartier"s  public  career,  was 
undoubtedly  the  one  wliich,  as  Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence,  lie  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  on  .March  ;51st,  1S6S,  and  which  provided  for  the 
organization  of  tlie  Canadian  Militm,  a  measure  that  is  tlie  Ipasis  of  our 
whole  militia  system. 

Confederation,  as  you  know,  originally  included  only  the  four 
provinces  ..f  (Quebec,  Ontario.  New  Brunswick  and  Xova  Scotia.  It 
was  the  desire  (,f  Cartier,  as  it  was  that  (4  Macdonald,  to  see  established 
a  united  Canada,  stretcliing  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  a  great 
iiiaritime  as  well  as  land  power  with  the  furthest  east  united  to  the 
furthest  west  by  a  great  transcontinental  railway  system.  Wiien  the 
union  of  the  four  provinces  had  l^'en  accomplished,  Cart-er  was  stead- 
fast in  his  elTorts  to  swure  tlic  accomplislmient  of  the  larger  idea.  He 
fully  realized  the  possibilities  of  the  great  Wc^t  and  the  hnportance  of 
swuring  for  tiie  Dominicm  that  vast  territory,  the  development  of 
which  has  heen  the  marvel  of  the  past  .piarter  of  a  centurv.  Largely 
tlirougli  his  etlorts,  the  great  western  territory  now  fonning  the  Prov- 
inces of  :Manitol)a,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.  wa<  secured  from  the 
[lud-on",-,  IJay  roinpaiiy  (m  most  advantageous  t.  tmi-  Wlien  wc  realize 
tliat  tliis  immensely  rich  territory,  the  '' granarv  of  liie  Empire"  was 
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tcquirt-d  for  the  Dominion  for  the  insignificant  sum  of  $1,600,000, 
largely  through  the  negotiations  which  Cartier  conducted  in  England, 
honie  idea  of  the  importance  of  tlie  Bervice*  he  rendered  in  that  connec- 
tion, may  be  formed.  Cariier  also  framed  the  bill  creating  the  Prov- 
ince of  Manitoba,  which  he  pre(>ented  and  had  passed  at  the  session 
of  1871.  Only  one  thing  was  needed  to  round  out  Confederation,  and 
that  was  the  admission  of  British  Columbia.  In  the  negotiations  which 
resulted  in  the  admission  of  that  great  Province  into  the  Dominion, 
Cartier  played  a  leading  part,  and  it  was  he,  who  on  November  28th, 
JH71,  presented  the  bill  to  Parliament  providing  tliat  British  Columbia 
sliould  liecome  a  portion  of  the  Dominion.  On  that  occasion  Cartier 
hailed  the  realization  of  his  dream  of  a  united  Canada  extending  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  with  pardonable  pride. 

"  1  cannot  close  my  explanations,"  he  declared,  "  without  impress- 
"  ing  on  the  honorable  members  the  greatness  of  the  work.  This  young 
'' Coiifetlcration  is  on  the  point  of  extending?  over  the  whole  northern 
"portion  of  the  continent,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  took  our 
•  neighbors  sixty  years  to  extend  to  the  Pacific,  wliere  will  be  found  in 
"the  history  of  the  world  anything  comparable  to  our  marvellous 
"prosperity?  I  have  always  maintained  that  a  nation  to  be  great  must 
"  have  maritime  power.  We  possess  maritime  power  in  a  Ugh  degree. 
*•  Our  union  with  the  maritime  provinces  gives  us  a  s«aboard  on  the 
•'  east,  and  now  our  union  with  British  Columbia  will  give  us  a  seaboard 
"  on  the  west." 

With  the  admission  of  British  Columbia  to  Confederation,  the 
dreani  !  Cartier  and  of  Macdjnald,  of  a  united  Canada  extending  from 
oceaii.  to  ocean,  was  realized.  But  one  thing  more  was  required  to  bind 
the  pcattered  provinces  firmly  together — a  great  transcontinental  rail- 
way. Cartier  was  one  of  the  strongest  advocates  of  such  an  under- 
taking, and  to  him  belongs  the  glory  of  having  had  passed  the  first 
charter  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  One  of  the  terms  of  the 
union  of  British  Columbia  with  Canada  under  the  Act  presented  by 
Cartier,  was  the  construction  of  such  a  road.  It  is  related  that  the 
delegates  of  British  Columbia  during  the  negotiations  urged  upon 
Cartier  that  a  railway  should  be  built  across  the  Prairies  to  the  foot  of 
the  Rockies,  and  that  a  colonization  road  should  be  laid  out  from  the 
foot  of  the  Rockies  to  the  Coast.  "  No,"  replied  Cartier,  "  that  will  not 
"do;  ask  for  a  railway  the  whole  way  and  you  will  get  it"  Some 
leading  public  men  of  the  time  thought  that  Cartier  was  willing  to 
undertake  too  great  an  obligation,  but  events  have  more  than  justified 
his  optimism.  At  the  session  of  1872,  Cartier  presented  resolutions 
providing  for  the  construction  of  t\e  Canadian  Pacific.  After  a  remark- 
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able  dL'l.aU',  a  bill  based  on  the  resolutionB  was  a.lnptod,  un«l  Cartii-r, 
8prin},nng  to  his  feet,  gave  utterance  amidst  loud  cheers  to  the  expres- 
sion wiiich  has  become  historic:  "All  aboard  for  the  West." 

It  was  the.  last  pn"t'at  triumph  of  liis  public  career.  He  did  not 
live  to  see  the  realization  of  his  dream,  for  it  was  not  until  thirteen 
vears  afterward?,  that  is  to  say,  on  November  Uh,  1885,  that  tlif  last 
spike  of  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  dri\  i  by 
Sir  Donald  Smith,  now  Lord  Strathcona,  at  Craigellachie,  a  small 
Tillage  of  British  Columbia,  and  on  July  -ilth.  188r.,  Cartier's  great 
(ollciiiruc  ami  fellow-worker  for  a  united  Canada,  Sir  John  A.  Mac- 
donald  pcrsoiuilly  reached  the  Pacific  by  rail  from  Ottawa. 

'Ph(.iii:li  ( 'artier  did  not  live  to  see  the  completion  of  the  gigantic 
undertaking  which  meant  so  much  for  Canada,  it  is  one  of  his  chief 
merits  that  he  was  one  of  its  initiators  and  strongest  supporters,  and 
that  he  foresaw  and  foretold  its  great  future. 

"Before  very  long",  he  declared,  addressing  Parliament,  "the 
"  English  traveller  who  lauds  at  Halifax  will  be  able  in  five  or  six  days 
•*  to  (over  half  of  the  continent  inhabited  by  British  subjects." 

How  Cartiers  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled  we  all  know.  The 
traveller  landing  to-day  at  Halifax  can  reach  Victoria  by  means  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  in  less  than  six  days.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Conipan\-  has  become  one  of  the  gieatest  corporations  in  the  world, 
operating  not  only  a  L'reat  transcontinental  railwav.  and  a  chain  of 
palatial  hotels,  but  also  possessing  magnificent  fleets  on  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific,  with  its  vessels  now  encircling  the  ?lobe.  It  has  pro- 
grcfvsed  stage  by  st^ge  until  under  the  able  direction  of  its  present 
distinguished  head.  Sir  Thomas  ShauErhnessv,  it  has  attained  the 
greatest  position  in  its  history.  The  company's  expansion  has  in  fact 
been  one  of  the  marvels  of  history,  and  with  the  continued  develop- 
ment of  the  Dominion,  its  achievements,  great  as  thev  have  been,  wnll 
undoubtedly  be  surpassed  in  the  future.  Cartier,  by  his  strenuous 
advocacy  of  the  construction  of  the  road  in  days  when  faith  in  the 
future  was  at  a  discount,  gave  another  evidence  of  his  great  foresight  as 
well  as  of  his  faith  in  the  future  of  the  Dominion  which  he  did  so  much 
to  establish. 


Cartier  uid   Macdonald 

No  review  of  Cartier's  career,  however  summarv,  wonld  be  complete 
without  some  reference  to  the  alliance  that  existed  between  him  and 
that  other  great  Canadian  statesman.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  an 
alliance  which  was  was  for  a  long  period  a  most  important  factor  in  the 
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I'ulilic  life  (if  (  niiadu.  lii  lii!*  HTvut  painting'  "  Tlie  I'atliers  of  (  ..n- 
fc(li  lafioii,"  the  artist  HarriH  muHt  iii>prn|.iialt'ly  [daces  Macdonald  ami 
<  aiti.r  i<)ii.|»iciinii!>ly  iii  ilie  centre  nf  the  ^.Toiip,  and  the  iiaineB  of 
tli(»se  two  pieaf  -tatesnien  riiii>t  l(pre\cr  he  lirikeil  in  connection  with 
that  (  |>o(  li  MiakiuK  niea«ure. 

Macdonald  and  Caitier  bcf,'an  their  public  careers  within  a  few 
ve.ii-  of  each  other.  Mac-donald  lieinjf  first  returned  to  Parliament  in 
iNli.  while  ("artier  hecanio  a  nieniU'r  in  ISJH.  The  two  men  first 
h.  ciiice  (losciv  asP(Kiated  as  inernhers  of  the  same  Government,  the 
ilacNah-Tach^  Ministry,  formed  in  lHr)5,  in  which  ministry  Macdonald 
lield  the  I'orifnlio  of  Attorney-tieneral  for  I'piKT  Canada  while  ('artier 
was  I'rovinrial  S«H'retarv,  the  first  puhlic  otliee  he  held.  From  that  time 
until  the  ilay  of  Carticr's  death,  the  a^-ioeiation  between  the  two  men 
remained  practically  nidiroken.  'I'lii'lr  alliance,  as  has  been  well  >aid, 
was  baped  on  eqnnl  consideration  for  the  riirhtful  daiin-  of  both 
natioi'.ilitie-. 

Each  of  the  two  men  had  <iualitie8  not  possessed  by  the  oilier. 
Macdonald  had  a  maj^netic  personality,  lie  was  a  corisuimiuilc  tactician, 
an  incomparable  leader  of  men.  He  had  that  geniu>  which  enables  it« 
((ossesijor  to  >eize  and  make  the  most  of  an  oppt)rtunity.  He  had  that 
quality  so  indispensable  in  a  great  leader  of  gainim,'  the  loval  and 
davoi.-d  support  of  men  of  widely  different  character^  and  lenipareinetils. 
Macdonald  in  short  coml)ined  tlie  grasp  of  a  statesman  with  the  arts  of 
a  politician,  ('artier  excelled  as  an  administrator,  he  wag  a  tirekvss  and 
indefatigable  worker  who  never  spared  himself  and  who  L'.\i>ected  others 
to  follow  hib  example.  He  studied  and  analyzed  all  subjects  which  lie 
luid  to  biindle  to  the  very  bottom,  and  when  he  came  to  discuss  them 
iie  iiad  a  complete  ina<tery  of  all  the  details.  He  was  strong,  nay,  even 
dogmatic,  in  his  convictions;  once  his  mind  was  made  up  lie  pursued  the 
patli  he  had  marked  out  for  himself  with  persistent  lietermiuation, 
hee<lle88  of  all  obstacles  in  Ids  way.  To  his  followers  bis  word  was  law, 
and  he  exacted  from  them  an  unswerving  obe<lieacc.  His  energy  was 
prodigious:  he  deserved  the  designation  given  to  iiim  by  (iladstone  when 
that  great  statesman  said  that  Cartier  wa>  "  un  liominc  qui  scmble 
"  eire  liijion", — a  man  who  was  a  legion  in  himself.  C'artier's  was 
essentially  a  strong  and  determined  character. 

It  was  of  course  impossible  that  mer  of  such  different  tempera- 
ments as  Macdonald  and  Cartier  and  representing  often  such  divergent 
interests,  should  not  have  their  differences  sometimes,  but  whatever 
dilTerence-i  they  may  have  had  never  interfered  with  the  high  personal 
esteem  and  regard  they  entertained  for  each  other. 
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At  11  ;,'ri'at  ltaiH|urt  ).'i\fn  in  ]\'\i  lioiiur  liy  tlu  Bar  of  'rurniit,  on 
iM-hruan  sih,  Iwtlti,  .Mutdouuld  took  o<ia>ion  to  |ni.v  a  warm  aii'l 
L'i'iii'inii-  iiibiilf  to  liw  Frcnch-Caiuniiaii  lollea^nr  wh,,  wa.-  one  -il  llie 
jfiit'sfs  of  honor. 

•■  I  wi-h  to  sn\,"  (It'clarcil  Mai'iloiiaM,  "  tliut  lion.  Mr.  ('artii-r  liai* 
"a  ri^'lil  to  i<liai('  in  the  honor-  wliuh  I  am  i.iiixinj,'  to-ni;:ht,  Incan-'i' 
*•  I  liavf  nrvtM-  made  an  a|>jH  il  U)  liini  or  to  tlie  Lowvr  (  anailiiins  in 
"vain.  Thfre  is  not  in  the  whole  of  Canada  a  In-art  moiv  d.Mittd  to 
'"  lii«  friends.  If  I  have  suireciled  in  introilucinu'  thf  iimtitutioiu^  of 
•■(ir.at  Mritain,  it  i*  dm-  in  j.r|.,.at.  jmrt  to  mv  frirnd,  who  ha.>  iievrr 
••  |»  niiittcd  uudtr  hi;'  ailininistration  that  tin-  i.otid-  wliirh  uttauh  Ui< 
"  to   Kn^land  should   In/  weakened." 

("artier  wa«  eijually  gencrou-  in  ai)preeiation  of  his  f,'reat  eolieaj^iie. 
Speakiiijr  at  a  banciuet  tenderiM  Macdonahl  hv  tlie  dtizfus  of  Kini.'-ton 
on  September  tidi,  InCG,  Cartier  ,::d: 

'■  Kinjjston  in  indei-d  a  favored  iity,  for  it  Uaa  lor  its  reprenentati\.' 
•a  statesman  wlio  has  ne\er  .vet  heen  Mirpa.ssed  in  anada,  and  who 
"pruhahly  never  will  he  in  the  future.  I  have  had  th.'  happiness  of 
"being  ai^soeia* -d  with  the  niemler  lor  Kingston  in  my  public  cnro.r. 
■■'""1  of  •>"'  MMiii.-d  with  him  an  allianee  whieh  has  already  laste<l 

"  longer  than      i  alliames  of  this  kind  in  Candida.     The  sucees-^  whieh 
we  have  (thtiiined    together  lias    been   due  ,  ^wt    that  we  have 

*'  repelled  all  sectional  feelings  and  Mjught  what  benefit  Canada 

"  a.-  a  wlioli'." 

That  was  the  keynote  of  the  Cartier-Maedonald  alliance,  the  subor 
diiiation  of  all  swtional  and  racial  feeling  to  the  welfare  of  Canada  .< 
a  whole.  Cartier  throughout  his  long  public  career  was  essentially  a 
peacemaker,  who  alwavs  strove  to  promote  a  better  feeling  between  the 
two  races.  A  -triking  testimony  to  the  sueress  of  his  eifort-  in  tiiat 
direction  was  given  on  one  occasion  in  Parliament  /hen  Mr.  Benjamin, 
a  leading  Ont^irio  member,  declariMl :  "  I  cannot  ;  Train  from  acktiow- 
'ledging  that  Mr.  Cartier  has  done  more  to  unit  :.ie  two  races  and  to 
'•re-establish  harmony  between  them,  than  anv  other  memljer  of  the 
'•  House." 

Well  shall  it  alwfn>  be  for  the  Dominion,  if  its  public  men,  no 
i.'.atter  to  what  political  party  they  may  belon?,  alwavs  adhere  t.  the 
sane  and  true  principles  upon  which  the  ^faedonald-Cartier  allia-.ce 
wa.s  bas(Nl— mutual  toleration  and  '.'>  d-will.  rev|MMt  for  the  riirlits  of  all. 
the  co-operation  of  races,  the  safeguarding  of  Canada's  aut^momy,  and 
the  development  of  Canadian  nationality.  Tlio  M,,,..'^,..„.i!..].(*'..-rticr 
alliance  in  fact  symbolized  that  union  which  should  always  exist 
l.efrween  English-speaking  and  French-spea]ri^g  Canadians.     And  why 
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should  there  not  h*  union  ?  What  nmttern  it  whether  w«  gp«»ai<  different 
languag*-**  or  worship  at  diffonnt  altiirn,  if  we  alwayi  ri-membep  that  we 
»ri"  all  ('nna<iianR,  mutually  inten'wted  in  tlie  welfare  and  agjfrandize- 
Dient  of  our  common  country  That  waa  the  spirit  which  actuatad  both 
('artier  tind  Mnc<lona]d  durinj?  their  lonjf  tt8»oeiation,  ami  it  will  be 
well  if  such  a  spirit  nlways  prevniis  in  the  Dominion.  It  ii  only,  in 
fact,  upon  Huch  n  liaois  that  the  permanence  of  Confederation,  of  which 
Macdonald  and  C'urtier  were  the  primipal  arthite,  i-,,  con  be  assured. 

For  Canadian   Nationality 

'i'he  aim  of  Macdoiuiid,  Car'i.T,  ^nd  the  other  great  Fathers  of 
Confiderution,  wiut  toeslabliMJi  hioiid  and  deep  the  foundations  of  a  Cana- 
<lian  liatiouality,  liast-d  on  the  hroadc-i  |.riii(i|i!e!!  of  juHtice,  tolerance, 
and  equal  righto.  All  thei-  public  uttrnmces  .luring  the  Confederation 
negotiations,  testify  to  thi.s  fact.  .Macdonald's  conwption  waa  that  as 
the  Dominion  progres.'HMj  it  would  liccomc,  o  u.^e  his  own  words,  year 
by  year  less  a  cas<»  of  (lepeudeiice  on  our  part,  and  of  overwhelm'  9 
protection  on  the  [>artof  the  Mother  Country,  and  nioreacaae  of  healt' 
and  cordial  alliance,  that  in-tead  of  looking  upon  us  as  a  merely  depen- 
dent rr  'ony,  England  would  have  in  us  a  friendly  nation— a  subordinate 
hut  stiil  ii  powerful  people— to  stand  hy  her  in  North  America  in  peace 
or  war. 

It  is  ffiven  to  sonic  men  to  have  a  vision  that  foresees  the  future 
nnd  enables  their,  to  firovide  for  momentous  developments.  Both 
Cnrtier  and  .Macdonald  were  such  men.  [t  is  in  fact  the  supreme  merit 
of  Carticr  that  whilst  always  .standing  firmly  for  the  right*  of  his 
French-Canadian  compatriots,  his  vision  was  not  confined  to  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec.  If  any  one  does,  Cartier  deserves  the  distinction  of 
being  known  as  a  uroat  Canadian.  There  was  nothing  narrow  or 
provincial  in  his  views.  His  idea  was  a  united  Canada,  stretching 
from  ocean  to  ocean,  in  which  men  of  all  races,  languages  and  creeds 
should  work  to;,'ethcr  as  hrcthron  for  the  welfare  and  advancement  of 
their  common  country.  Carticr's  desire  was  that  his  French-Canadian 
compatriots  should  not  confine  their  attention  to  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  but  should  take  their  full  share  in  the  life  of  the  Dominion, 
that  they  should  above  all  rejoice  in  the  name  "  Canadian,"  be  proud  of 
the  great  Dominion  and  work  for  it-^  welfare  in  co-operation  with  their 
English-speaking  fellow  countrymen. 

"Objection  is  made  to  our  project,"  says  Cartier,  in  his  great 
speech  during  the  Confederation  debates,  "because  of  the  words  'a 
"  new  nationality.'    But  if  we  unite  we  will  form  a  political  nationality 
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'  iuilopt'ndfiit  i)f  Uic  nutional  origin  nml  relifrion  of  individual*.  Some 
''have  regrettwl  that  we  haw  a  <li*tinction  of  races  and  have  exprwsed 
•'  the  hojw  that  n  time  thi-*  diversity  will  dinappt-ar.  The  idea  of  a 
*  fusion  of  all  races  ia  Utopian  ,it  in  an  impofcibiiity.  Diutinctiona  of 
"tliis  charact«r  will  always  exist,  diveniity  is  the  onier  of  the  phytical, 
"moral  and  political  worlds.  .\8  to  the  Dbjix-tion  that  we  cannot  form 
"  a  groat  nation  because  Lower  Caiia<ia  is  principally  French  and  Cuthtv 
"  lie,  Upper  Canada  f^ngli-'h  mid  Protestlant,  und  the  .Maritime  I'mv- 
'*  incea  mixed,  it  is  futile  in  the  extreme. 

"Take  for  example  the  I'nited  Kingdom,  inhabited  a«  it  i*  by 
"three  great  races.  Ilns  the  diversity  of  nui*  lieen  an  obstacle  to  the 
"progrcM  and  the  welfare  of  (in at  iVitain?  Have  not  the  three  raies 
'■  unit^-d  by  their  combined  qualities,  tlieir  energy  and  their  courage, 
"contributed  to  the  glory  of  the  Kripire,  to  its  laws  of  wif»'',  to  its 
''  sucwfw  on  land,  on  sea,  and  in  commerce 

"  In  our  Confederation  there  will  be  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
"  English,  French,  Iri^^h  and  Scotch,  and  each  by  its  otTorts  and  .suicess 
"will  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Dominion,  to  the  glory  of  a  new 
"Confederation.  We  are  of  different  races,  not  to  quarrel,  bat  to  work 
''together  for  our  common  welfare.  We  cannot  by  law  make  tlie  dilTcr- 
-ences  of  race  disappear,  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  Anglo-Canafliari 
"  and  the  French-Canadian  will  appreciate  the  advantages  of  their  posi- 
"tion.  Set  side  by  side  like  a  great  family,  their  contact  will  produce 
"  "^appy  spirit  of  emulation.  The  diversity  of  race  will  in  fait, 
"e  me,  contribute  to  the  common  prosperity." 
p  .t  words  of  wisdom !  What  a  spirit  of  true  patriotism,  of 
justice  and  of  toleration  they  breathe!  If  Cartierin  fact  had  never  made 
any  other  utterance  than  this,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  stamp  him  as  a 
true  patriot  and  wise  statesman.  It  will  be  well  for  Canada  if  such 
ere  always  the  guiding  principles  of  its  national  life. 

While  the  idea  of  Macdonald  and  Cartier  and  the  other  great 
Fathers  of  Confederation  wa.«.  as  has  been  said,  to  establish  a  Canadian 
nationality,  none  the  less  was  it  their  intention  to  peerpetuate  British 
institutions  on  the  North  American  continent,  to  establish,  to  use 
Maodonald's  expression,  a  friendl;  nation,  enjoying,  it  is  true,  the  most 
complete  autonomy,  but  at  the  sa.  e  time  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  other  portions  of  the  Empire.  No  stronger  believer  in  Briti-.h 
institutions  as  the  repository  of  freedom;  no  more  ardent  admirer  of 
the  British  flag  aa  the  symbol  of  justice  and  liberty  could  be  found  than 
Cartier.  In  all  his  utterances  during  the  Confederation,  debates,  he 
took  special  pains  to  emphasize  that  Confederation  wa«  intended  not  to 
weaken,  but  to  strengthen,  the  ties  between  the  Dominion,  Great  Britain 
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and  tlie  other  portions  of  the  Empire.  •'  Confederation,"  lie  said,  in 
on.'  of  liis  speeches  on  the  measure.  "  has  for  its  first  reason  our  common 
"  affection  for  British  institutions,  its  object  is  to  assure  by  all  possible 
"  ^Miarantees,  their  maintenance  in  the  future." 

For  the  British  flag  Cartier  on  all  occasions  expressed  a  passionate 
devotion. 

•  The  Canadian  people,"  lie  said  at  a  great  banquet  given  in  his 
honor  in  London  in  1869,  "  desires  to  remain  faithful  to  the  old  flag 
"of  (Jreat  Britain,  that  flag  which  waves  over  ail  seas,  which  tvranny 
••  lia:,  nvwr  been  able  to  overcome,  that  flag  which  symbolizes  true 
"liberty". 

These  words  expressed  Cartier's  deep  and  earnest  conviction. 
During  liis  several  visits  to  Groat  Britain,  he  was  deeply  impressed  by 
the  greatness  of  British  institutions.  On  those  occasions  he  was  tho 
recipient  of  signal  marks  of  honor ;  he  wa.s  the  personal  guest  of  Queen 
Victoria  at  Windsor  Castle  for  some  time,  and  he  received  marked 
attention  from  Gladstone,  Lord  Lytton.  and  other  distinguished  British 
statesmen.  His  ser\-ices  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  Con- 
fedoratioP,  as  you  know,  wer6  recognized  by  the  conferring  of  a 
baronetcy  upon  him  by  Queen  \'ictoria. 


CARTIER'S   WORK  FOR  MONTREAL 

Having  reviewed  the  great  work  which  Cartier  did  for  Canada  in 
general,  permit  me  to  emphasize  tlie  eminent  services  which  he  rendered 
to  Montreal.  It  is  doubtful  whether  many  Montrealers  of  the  present 
generation  fully  realize  the  importance  of  Cartier's  services  to  this  city, 
and  lor  tiiat  reason  this  portion  of  Iiis  career  should  lie  of  special  in- 
terest to  citizens  of  tiiis  great  metropolis. 

From  1861  until  18T2.  Cartier  was  one  of  the  representatives  of 
Montreal,  first  in  tlie  Parliament  of  United  Canada,  and  aftenvards  in 
file  Il^n.se  of  Commons.  During  a  portion  of  that  period,  he  also 
rep.esented  Montreal-East  in  the  Quebec  Legislature  under  the  svstem 
of  dual  representation  wliich  ])revailed  for  some  time  followin'<r  the 
'•stal.lishnient  of  Confcleration.  Montn.al's  interests  were  always^.lear 
to  Cartier's  heart,  and  throughout  his  long  public  career  he  zealously 
rtrove  to  promote  the  "-elfare  and  development  of  this  city. 

Kefereiiee  has  already  been  made  t,,  tlie  interest  which  Cartier 
showed  from  the  outset  of  his  career  in  railway  construction.  He 
realized  that  in  order  that  Montreal  might  attain  an  unrivalled  position, 
It  would  he  necessary  that  railwav  communicattons  should  heest-ihlished' 


that  the  St.  Lawrence  channel  should  be  deepened,  and  that  canals 
should  be  constructed  and  improved.  One  of  the  earliest  of  his 
speeches  of  wliich  we  have  record  was  delivered  at  a  ^eat  mass-nu'etinj; 
of  the  citizens  of  Montreal,  liold  in  184fi,  on  the  Clianip  <le  Mais,  to 
promote  the  construction  of  the  Montreal  &  Portland  IJnihvav  to  connect 
Montreal  and  Portland.  Cartier  on  that  occasion  declared  tliat  sucli 
an  undertakiiif:  was  a  truly  national  work.  .Mludinjr  to  the  fait  that 
propel ty  in  «uch  cities  as  Buffalo,  K(,-tui),  New  York,  Philadelphia  an.l 
Baltimore,  which  had  become  jjreat  railway  terminals,  had  as  a  result 
preatly  increased  in  value,  ho  declartnl  ihai  the  same  thing  would 
happen  in  the  case  of  Montreal  if  adff|nate  railway  facilities  were 
established. 

"  The  prosperity  of  ifontreal,"  he  siiid,  ■•  depemls  upon  its  position 
as  the  great  emporium  for  the  cnnimerce  of  the  West,  and  we  can  onlv 
■'  assure  that  prosperity  by  lietter  means  of  transport  from  the  waters 
"  of  the  West  to  the  Atlantic  by  our  canals  and  railways." 

When  he  became  a  member  of  Parliament  Cartier  continued  his 
a^tatiim  for  adequate  railway  facilities,  and  dii.'  of  the  first  spee<-lies 
he  delivered  in  the  lejrislature  of  Tnited  Canada.  February  1.5th,  1S40, 
was  in  advocacy  of  the  completion  of  the  Montreal  .^c  Portland  Railway. 

"  There  is  no  time  to  lose  in  the  completion  of  the  road,"  said 
Cartier  on  that  occasion,  "  if  we  wish  to  assure  for  ourselves  the  com- 
'■  mcrce  of  the  West.  All  the  cities  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  are  disputiiii; 
"  for  that  commerce." 

Refen-ii!,L.'  to  the  efforts  beins?  made  by  Xew  York,  Philadelphia. 
Baltimore,  and  other  American  cities  to  capture  this  commerce.  Cartier 
.said:  "In  seeing  the  efforts  that  an  intelligent  population  is  making, 
"we  cannot  doubt  tlie  imimrtance  of  the  trade  of  the  lakes  which  they 
"covet  and  the  prollts  which  will  result.  Now,  we  may  secure  the 
"greater  part  of  that  trade  bv  constructing  this  road  a,s  soon  as  pos- 
•'  sible." 

At  another  great  ma.es  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Alontreal.  held 
at  the  Bons^ours  ilarket  on  July  ."Ust,  IS  I!t,  at  which  resolutions  were 
adopted  favoring  the  completion  of  the  Montreal  Oi:  Portland  Railway, 
on  motion  of  Cartier,  seconded  by  John  Rose,  it  was  resolveil  tluit  the 
city  should  take  shares  in  the  company.  Cartier  on  that  occasion  made 
a  fervent  appeal  that  the  interests  of  Montreal  should  be  considered. 

"I  do  not  fear  to  say,"  he  declared,  "  that  Montreal  will  be  recreant 
"  to  its  be.-t  interests,  and  will  be  the  most  back-ward  of  cities  if  it 
•  neglects  the  means  that  is  ofTere<l  it  to  rwlaim  a  prosperity  which  is 
^'now  leaving  it.  I  appeal  to  the  large  proprietors,  to  the  small  nro- 
"prietors    who    make    the  prosperity    of  the    larire  ones,    and    to  the 
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•  industrial  and  working  classes  which  make  the  prosperity  of  both 
We  have  an  exceptional  chance  to  attract  foreign  capital  The  city 
has  only  to  guarantee  a  bagatelle  compared  to  the  enormous   debto 

•^  contracted  by  the  smaller  cities  of  the  United  States  to  attract  capital 
which  .xsses  through  the  hands  of  tradesmen  and  workingmen,    to 

^^  relieve  trade  which  is  languishing.  It  is  an  advantage  which  will  be 
enjoyed  even  before  the  work  is  completed." 

•o.nn!^!?''  ^'"*^  ''"*  *^'**  ^^"^  ^""'^  ^^^  contracted  a  debt  of 
J25  000,000  to  provide  proper  railway  facilities,  as  it  had  sufficient 
faith  in  Itself  and  in  the  spirit  of  enterpri*  of  its  citizens  to  discount 
the  future. 

"The  time  ha«  come,"    said  Cartier,    addressing    the  citizens    of 

Montreal,     to  belie  your  reputation  as  apathetic  men  without  energy- 

and    without  a  spirit   of  enterprise.     Let   those   terms  cease    to  be 

«  f  f .    ^  u  f/*""^  '  ^^"^^^'^  '•     '^^^^  ^^**    '^^""g  i«  one  of  the 

^fir^t  to  be  held  m  a  city   of  the  British  Provinces  to  encourage   an 

^^  enterprise  of  this  importance.     It  is  proper  that  the  example  should 

come  from  Montreal,  the  comjnercial  head  of  British  America.     It 

should  show  itself  worthy  of  its  position.    Let  us  arouse  ourselves,  let 

us  agitate."  ' 

Cartier    had  the  vision   to  foresee   the  great  future    in  store  for 

Montreal,  if  adequate  transportation  facilities   vere  provided 

^       "Montreal,"  he  prophetically  declared  on  the  same  occasion,  "is 

^  destined  to  become  the  great  emporium  for  the  West.     Without  rail- 

;  ways  and  canals  it  will    be  impossible    for  it  to  attain  the  glorious 

position  which  will  make  it  one  of  the  principal   cities  of  the  con- 

tinent. 

Mr  T.^T^1^J".,*^®  '^""^^  °'  ^^"^^""^  persistent  efforts,  the  Montreal 
&  Portland  Railway  which  for  a  long  time  was  the  only  outlet  durin- 
the  winter  for  Canadian  produce,  destined  for  Europe,  was  completed" 
and  inaugurated  in  1851,  being  subsequently  absorbed  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Company.    Before  the  completion  of  this  road,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  there  were  only  some  seventy  miles   of  railway  in 
all  Canada,  the  first  road,  the  Laprairie  and  St.  John's   having  been 
opened  only  a  few  years  before,  that  is  to  say  on  Julv  21st,  1836     When 
we  consider  that  to-day  the  total  mileage  of  railways'in  Canada  is  35,000 
miles,  that  last  year  our  combined  railways  built  1,970  miles  of  new 
railway,  on  which  was  spent  $30,000,000,  and  that  the  programme  for 
this  year  provides  for  2,700  miles  of  new  track,  costing  $41,000,000, 
some  Idea  may  be  obtained  of  the  advance  that  has  been  made.    Cakier 
deserves  the  credit  of  having  been  one  of   the  first  to  realize  the  im- 
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portance  of  railway  construction  in  connection  with  the  development  of 
the  country  and  of  having  been  one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  a 
forward  policy  in  this  respect— a  policy  to  which  we  owe  the  three 
splendid  railway  systenis  we  have  to-day— tlie  Canadian  Pacilic,  th" 
Grand  Trunk,  and  the  work  of  those  two  great  railway  men,  Sir  William 
Mackenzie  and  Sir  Donald  Mann— the  Canadian  Northern. 

One  of  Cartier's  chief  claims  to  honor  is  that  it  was  he  who  secured 
the  incorporation  of  the  (irand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  wiiich  has 
done  80  much  for  the  dcveiopment  of  Canada  in  general,  and  the  City 
of  Montreal  in  particular.  Cartier  always  took  the  greatest  pride  in 
that  fact.  In  a  speech  delivered  in  the  legislature  he  declare<l  that  he 
regarded  the  construction  of  the  Grand  Trunk  aa  the  greatest  benefit 
tliat  had  ever  been  conferred  on  tlie  country.  "  1  had  charge  of  the  Act 
^^  which  created  the  Grand  Trunk  Kailway,"  he  added,''"  and  1  am 
"  prouder  of  that  than  of  any  other  action  of  my  life."  The  Grand 
Trunk  at  the  outset  of  its  iiistory  had  many  difficulties,  iinaiicial  and 
otherwise,  to  encounter,  and  it  was  due  to  Cartier's  elforts  in  a  large 
measure,  that  the  company  was  able  to  tide  over  these  difficulties  and 
that  its  success  was  assured. 

Rev-  wing  his  public  career  at  a  great  banquet  given  in  his  honor 
by  the  (  /ens  of  Montreal,  on  October  30th,  1866,  on  the  eve  of  his 
departure  for  London  as  one  of  the  Confederation  delegates,  Cartier 
referring  to  the  efforts  he  had  made  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
said :  ■'  In  1852-53,  encouraged  by  the  Hincks-Morin  Ministry,  I  asked 
II  for  the  incorporation  of  the  (irand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  and  I 
"  had  it  voted  despite  the  most  furious  opposition.  I  also  had  the  con- 
'|s  .action  of  the  Victoria  Bridge  >oted.  You  will  recall  the  prejudices 
II  there  were  against  that  measure.  It  was  a  work  which  would  produce 
I*  floods  in  Montreal,  it  was  a  means  to  divert  commerce  towards  Port- 
'  land.  But  the  prejudice,  against  these  great  measures  were  soon 
"  dissipated,  it  was  only  a  passing  ^mi)€st.  It  was  so,  too,  for  the 
I' Grand  Trunk  and  the  Victoria  ridge.  The  Grand  Trunk  and  the 
I'  Victoria  Bridge  have  flooded  Montreal  with  an  abundance  of  pros- 
"perity.  What  would  Montreal  be  without  the  Grand  Trunk?  It  has 
•  assured  for  us  the  commerce  of  the  West." 

Addressing  the  electors  of  Montrsal-East  when  seeking  re-election 
m^  186J,  Cartier,  referring  to  the  construction  of  the  Victoria  Bridge, 
said:  "You  know  that  there  existed  considerable  jealousy  or  rivalry 
•'between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  tliat  the  two  cities  sought  at  the 
"  same  time  to  secure  tlie  possession  of  a  bridge  across  the  river.  I  will 
"not  stop  to  discuss  the  advant^igea  n'  ch  a  bridge.  Thanks  to  my 
"efforts    I  am   proud  to  be  able   to  say   Montreal   finaUy  secured  it 
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"  Montreal  has  the  Victoria  Bridge.  The  results  you  Icnow.  Our  eitv 
'•  since  then  ha.s  had  a  considerabie  development  which  Confederation  I 
••  am  (crtain,  will  increase."  ' 

When  we  consider  the  iniportant  factor  that  the  (Jrand  Trunk 
Uailway  Company  has  been  in  the  development  of  Eastern  Canada,  an.i 
what  Its  as.s.K^^iate  company,  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  will  k'  in  the 
opening'  up  and  development  of  rich  new  districts  in  the  West  it  will 
be  realized  that  Cartier  in  the  part  he  played  in  the  creation  aild  a-is- 
tanee  of  this  great  railway  system,  rendered  another  most  important 
service  to  Canada. 

St.  Lawrence  navigation  and  the  advanceinent  of  tlie  Port  of  ^f-.m 
■••..1   lonnd  in  Cartder  a  steadfast  advm-at.-,  and  the  Allan  Line  whi.l, 
was  the  pH.neer  in  ocean  navigation  vit  the  St.  Lawrence,  secured  from 
nm   the    hearti.-.st    encouragement    and    support.      Speaking    i„     the 
L  >gis  ativ..  As.sembly  in  1860,  in  favor  of  a  prop..sal  to  increase  the  mail 
subsidy  to  the  Allans.    Cartier    warmly  supporttnl    means    to  iiu-rease 
navigation  b.v  the  St.  Lawrenc        It  was  humiliating,  he  declared    f. 
Me  nearly  ail  our  imp..rt.s  arriving  by  the  steamship.s.  the  railways,  and 
the  canals  of  the  J-nited  States.     "  L,,  .,  ns<,"  he  said,  "to  the  height 
of  the  .banges      rougbt  by  progress,  for  we  are  at  the  beginniier  „f  a 
new  em  which      ill  ....lipse  anything  we  have  vet  seen."    The  improve- 
ment of  the  bar  or  and    port  of  Montreal  alwavs  found    in  Cartier  a 
zea  ous  advocate,  as  he  fully  realized  how  important  it  was  for  Mont- 
real s  progress  and  prosperity. 

Cartier  persir-tently  advocated  the  enlargement  of  the  canals,  so  as 
U.  divert  the  commerce  of  the  West  from  American  ports  to  this  port 
.nd  thus  benefit  the  City  of  Montreal.     In  a  s,H.ech  on  the  deepening 

u      lil    ;oL'*l''  *^^'^'""^  ^"  ^^''  Parliament  of  United  Canada  on 
May  11th    1860,  he  said :  '•  Vp  to  the  ,.resent  all  our  debt  has  been  con- 
tracted for  the  execution  of  very  important  public  works-the  Welland 
(anal   the  St.  La«Tence  Canal,  the  Ifideau  Canal,  the  Lachine  Canal, 
etc.     But  we  have  not  yet  attained  our  obj«>t.  which  is  to  .livert  the 
•  commerce  of  the  great  lakes    from  the  American    routes    to  the  St 
^  Lawrence.    This  commerce  continues  to  pass  bv  Xew  York  and  Penn- 
^  .s}-lvan,a,  and  all  that  we  s.-e  is  the  traffic  destined  for  0<rdensbur-  and 
.  ^r.'-'";  J\'^  '"*'«"^  ■^^'""Id  he  t.vken  to  remedy  this  condition  of 
affairs.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  abolish    all  tolls  on  the 
'  f-anals,  and  ;o  make  the  St.  Lawrence  route  perfectiv  free  from  the 
"Ocean  to  the  great  lak(>?-.'" 

In   -eply  to  a  remark  by  George  Brown  that  the  measure  seemed  to 

be  designed  to  attract  the  commerce  of  the  W..st  to  Montreal    -   th- 

•Huent  of  Fpper  Canada,  Cartier  said:  "  T  do  not  see  why  h  Should 
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"bo  apprehended  that  Montreal  will  secure  po  nmnv  advanta^.  from 
•'  tins  amelioration.  This  city  ia  at  the  head  of  navi,ir„tinn,  aiid  i.  t!io 
'^principal  centre  of  commerce;  it  is  inspired  by  the  sprit  ..f  pn.u'ivss. 
^'and  I  believe  that  in  place  of  jenlousy,  all  .hould  k-  pn.ud  -ii'  JtJ 
'•success.  Whatever  they  can  do,  they  m  never  prevent  its  l.eii.ir  the 
••  most  important  city  of  the  country,  and  from  becoming  a  rival  of  the 
'■  great  American  cities." 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  prominent  i)art  that  Cartier  took 
m  advocating  the  construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railwav;  and 
in  de^irinrr  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  imdertakim.',  he  Imd 
an  eye  to  the  interests  of  Montreal.  In  a  speech  to  tli<.  ele.tor*  of 
Montreal-Ea.«t  on  August  .Mh,  1872,  he  promised  that  M.mtreai  wo„M 
be  the  pnncipal  terminus  of  that  great  road.  "  I  have."  he  sai.l  to  the 
citizens  of  Montreal  on  thai  occasion,  "devoted  all  mv  efforts  to  further 
'^vour  interests  and  I  have  always  desired  that  Montreal  should  h;n.. 
"the  lion's  share." 

The  mercantile  and  business  interests  alwavs  found  in  ('artier  a 
friend,  in  fa«t  had  he  not  been  a  public  man,  it  is  likely  that  his 
inclinations  v.ould  have  made  him  a  great  business  man. 

"  Merchants,"  he  said,  speaking  at  a  dinner  tendered  him  bv  the 
merchants  of  Quebec,  on  December  23rd,  1869,  "contribute  greatly  to 
nhe  progress  of  the  country.  Without  the  English  merchants,  England 
1^  could  not  have  kept  its  possessions  in  the  world.  Like  Rome  she  would 
^^  have  lost  her  Colonies  soon  after  their  conquest.  But  the  English 
^'merchant  was  the  means  of  forming  bonds  between  the  new  possessions 
•  of  the  Empire.  T  respect  the  interests  of  those  here  present.  Th..««^ 
"  interests  have  greatly  contribute*!  to  render  Canada  prosperous.  Those 
I' who  devote  themselves  to  commerce  form  in  every  countrv  one  of  the 
"mo-t  important  classes  of  societv." 

Cart.ier's  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  mercantile  interests  of  Montreal 
and  his  faith  in  the  future  of  this  city  never  wavered,  and  he  predicte^l 
its  great  expansion  in  wealth  and  population. 

"  Our  city."  he  said,  addressing  the  electors  of  Montreal-Ea,st  in 
lSfi7,  "  now  counts  ir.O.onO  souls.  In  twenty  years  under  Confederation, 
1  predict  that  it  will  have  more  than  SnO.nno  inhabitants." 

How  Cartier's  faith  in  Montreal  has  been  justified,  we  all  know. 
What  was  at  the  time  he  spoke  a  tou-n  of  150.000  neople.  ha-  b*.pnn,p 
a  gr^t  metropolis  of  over  600,000  souls,  and  it  is  destined  to  have 
before  many  years  a  population  of  over  one  million  people. 
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Ai  Montrealers  we  are  all,  as  we  have  a  right  to  be,  proud  of  the 
great  position  which  the  city  haa  attained,  and  of  the  still  greater 
future  which  awaits  it.  Let  us,  in  its  day  of  greatness  not  forgot  those, 
like  Cartier,  who  in  the  days  of  small  things  foresaw  the  great  future 
before  Montreal  and  gave  their  beet  efforts  to  promote  its  intereats. 

To  the  very  end  of  his  public  career,  Cartier's  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  Montreal  and  his  efforts  to  promote  its  advancement  continued. 
His  own  wordfl  conveyed  but  the  simple  truth  when  he  said  in  one  of 
his  last  addresses,  to  his  fellow  citizens:  "  I  frankly  avow  that  all  that 
"  my  heart  inspires,  all  that  my  knowledge  and  experience  furnish,  have 
*•  been  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  my  compatriots  in 
"general  and  of  Montreal  in  particular." 

Like  many  other  statesmen,  Cartier  experienced  the  vicissitudes, 
as  well  as  the  triumphs,  of  public  life.  His  last  appeal  to  the  electors 
of  Montreal,  made  when  he  was  practically  a  dj-ing  man,  resulted,  owing 
to  a  combination  of  circumstances,  in  his  crushing  defeat.  He  was 
greeted  not  with  bouquets  but  with  stones,  from  people  of  a  city  for 
which  he  had  worked  so  hard,  and  for  the  advancement  of  which  he  had 
done  80  much.  Another  seat  was  found  for  him  in  Provencher,  Man- 
itoba, but  his  public  career  was  over.  In  an  effort  to  secure  the 
restoration  of  his  health  he  went  to  England,  but  the  hope  was  vain: 
the  incessant  labors  of  a  long  public  career  had  broken  down  a 
naturally  robust  constitution,  and  the  great  statesman  passed  away  in 
London,  England,  on  May  23rd,  1873.  His  last  thoughts  were  for  his 
beloved  country. 

"  Say  to  his  friends  in  Canada,"  wrote  one  of  his  daughters  in  a 
touching  letter  announcing  his  death  to  a  friend  in  Montreal,  "  say  to 
"his  friends  in  Canada  that  he  loved  his  country  to  the  last,  that  his 
"  only  desire  was  to  return.  Two  days  before  his  death  he  had  all  the 
'■Canadian  newspapers  read  to  him.  Even  his  enemies,  I  hope,  will 
''  not  refuse  to  admit  that  before  t.il  he  loved  his  country." 

The  national  mourning  that  followed  the  announcement  of  his 
death,  the  enconiums  pronounced  by  the  newspapers  of  all  shades  of 
opinion,  the  eulogies  delivered  in  Parliament,  the  scene  of  his  labors 
for  so  many  years,  and  the  imposing  public  funeral  that  was  given  his 
remains  in  Montreal,  all  bore  eloquent  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the 
Canadian  people,  regardless  of  party,  recognized  that  in  his  death 
Canada  had  indeed  lost  one  who  before  all  had  loved  his  country.  His 
remains  rest  beneath  the  soil  of  Moun  Royal,  which  overlooks  the  city 
that  he  loved  so  well,  and  for  the  interests  of  which  he  worked  so  hard. 
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Lctioiu  of  Cartier's  Life 

What  were  the  lessons  of  Cartier's  life?  They  may  be  surniiK',]  up 
in  the  three  words— patriotism,  duty,  and  tolerance.  He  loved  his 
country  and  sought  to  promote  its  interests,  he  wore  himself  out  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duties,  he  was  a  man  of  the  brna.lest  views  and 
the  utmost  tolerance.  As  Sir  Adolphe  Routhier  has  well  remarked,  to 
most  public  men  public  life  is  a  career,  but  for  Cartier  it  was  an  apos- 
tolate,  a  patriotic  mir.sion,  and  to  fiilfill  that  mission  he  sacrificed 
CTerything,  even  the  mode.st  fortune  of  which  his  family  had  need.  (•) 

A  French-Canadian  and  proud  of  his  origin,  a  Roman  Catholic 
and  true  to  his  faith,  strong  in  his  convictions,  Cartier  at  the  same  time 
was  a  man  of  generous  sv-mpathies,  of  broad  views,  and  great  tolerance. 
His  chanty  was  broad  enough  to  include  men  of  all  races,  languages, 
end  creeds.  «  My  policy,  and  I  think  it  best,"  he  said  on  one  occasion, 
•'18  respect  for  the  rights  of  all."  Actuated  by  that  spirit  he  stood 
firmly  on  aU  occasions  where  there  was  justification  for  the  rights  of 
minorities,  whether  French  or  English,  Catholic  or  Protestant.  At  the 
time  of  Confederation,  for  instance,  some  fear  was  expressed  that  the 
Jnterests  of  the  Protestant  minority  of  Quebec  would  be  jeopardized 
under  the  new  constitution.  Cartier  pledged  his  word  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  would  happen.  "  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  proclaim  in 
^^  Pari  lament."  he  .«aid  .addressing  the  citizens  of  Montreal,  "that  the 
"  Protestant  minority  of  Lower  Canada  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
'■  Provincial  Legislature  under  Confederation.  Mv  word  is  given,  and 
'•  I  repeat  that  nothing  wUl  be  done  of  a  nature  to  injure  the  principles 
'*  and  the  rights  of  that  minority." 

Cartiers  pledge,  it  is  needless  to  say,  has  been  sacredly  kept. 
On  the  same  occasion,  Cartier  showed  his  largeness  of  views  by 
declaring:  "You  know  that  I  am  a  Catholic.  I  love  my  religion, 
•believing  it  the  best,  but  whilst  proudly  declaring  myself  a  Catholic, 
I  believe  it  my  duty  as  a  public  man  to  respect  the  sincerity  and  the 
^-  religious  convictions  of  otliers.  I  am  also  a  French-Canadian.  I  love 
^'  my  race.  I  of  course  have  for  it  a  predilection  which  is  assuredly  only 
"natural,  but  as  a  public  man  and  as  a  cit'zen,  I  also  love  others." 
Such  were  C-Hier's  guiding  principles  throughout  life. 

Cartier.  like  all  other  human  beings,  had  his  faults,  as  well  as  his 
virtue^.,  his  public  career  was  not  w'^hout  its  mistakes,  but  nobodv  ever 
questioned  his  ardent  love  for  his  country,  his  absolute  insecirty, 
bis    high    sense  of  honor,    his  personal    honesty    and    integrit}^    his 
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fearless  enerjry,  and  the  firmness  with  wliich  he  alwiivg  stood  for 
his  convictions.  Hit  motto  "Franc  Et  Sans  Dol " — -Frank  And 
"Witliout  Deceit,"  well  dopcribeu  the  character  of  the  man. 

Did  time  permit,  Mr.  Chairman  and  (u-ntiemeii,  a  great  deal 
more  jnight  be  said  of  Cartier  and  his  works.  But  ha.s  not  suflBcient 
been  said  to  justify  the  contention  that  t'artier  was  a  great  Canadian, 
a  nation-builder  in  the  truest  sense  of  that  term,  one  whose  memory 
is  entitled  to  lasting  honor  from  all  Canadians?  Does  not  the  summary 
record  of  his  career,  which  has  been  given,  amply  justify  the  declaration 
of  the  great  Lord  Dutferin  that  Cartier's  name  must  forever  be  indis- 
solubly  incorporated  with  the  most  eventful  and  most  glorious  epoch 
of  his  country's  aistory,  commencing  as  it  did  with  Ids  entrance  into 
political  life  and  culminating  in  that  consolidation  of  the  Provinces  to 
which  his  genius,  courage  and  ability  so  materially  oontril)uted. 

Macdonald,  Cartier,  Tupper,  Tilley,  Brown,  Gait,  and  the  other 
iireat  Fathei-s  of  Confe<1eration  buildcd  better  even  than  they  knew.  As 
the  result  of  their  wise  statesmanship  and  patriotic  eflforts,  Canada 
to-day  stands  a  young  jriant  am<)ii<:st  the  peoples  of  tlie  world.  I'nder 
Confederation  there  has  been  witnessed  a  marvellous  expansion  and  an 
unprecedented  prosperity.  We  have  to-day,  to  use  the  words  of  one  of 
the  most  patriotic  of  our  national  poets,  John  Daniel  Logan, — we  have 
to-day  a  land : — 

lilfssfd  with  youth  and  strength,  with  health  and  peace. 

And  great  as  is  the  position  of  the  Dominion  at  present,  it  is 
insignificant  to  what  it  will  be  if  Canadians  are  only  true  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Fathers,  if  they  all  work  together  for  the  common  welfare, 
if  they  are  true  to  the  national  interests  of  the  Dominion,  and  guard 
their  great  heritage  against  all  intluences  of  an  insidious  chaacter. 

Honor  Cartier's  Memory 

Canadians  do  well  to  honor  the  memories  of  those  great  men  who 
laid  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  Canadian  nationality,  and  who 
necomplish.Hl  great  works  for  the  welfare  of  the  Dominion.  In  the 
leading  cities  of  Canada,  sts>  ely  monuments  attest  the  recognition  of  a 
grateful  people  of  the  services  of  that  great  Father  of  Confederation, 
and  that  illustrious  Canadian  statesman.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald.  Brown 
nnd  Tilley,  too,  have  their  monuments.  Sir  Charles  Tupper  is  still 
happily  with  us  in  person,  aad  I  am  .sure  that  we  all  trust  that  his  life 
mav  long  be  spared.  His  name  will  always  be  remembered  as  that  of 
one  of  the  leading  Fathers  of  Confederation  and  one  of  our  greatest 
statesmen. 
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Does  not  justice  (It-ninnd  that  fitting  lu.nor  should  be  .I..n.-  t..  that 
other  great  Father  uf  C'oafcilcration,  Sir  George  EHonne  ("artier,  hv  the 
eret^^tion  of  a  memorial  in  the  rity-  which  he  representeil  in  I'arlianieni 
for  8o  many  years,  an.!  f..r  whose  iiiter.>8t8  he  strove  so  zealously? 

When    in  November,    1910,    at  a  meetintr    held    at  the    St.  Jean 
T^aptiste    Market    Hall    in  this  city,    it  wa*,    proposed   bv    Mr.  K.  W. 
\  illeneuve.  now  president  of  the  (^artier  Centenary  Committee,  whom 
we  have  with  us  in-iay,  that  the  centenary  of  Cartier's  birth  should  Iw 
ai)propnnt.'ly  commemorated  and  that  steps  should  be  taken  for  the 
erwtioii  of  a  monument  to  his  memory,  the  proposal  was  enthusiasti- 
«ally  taken  up.     Since  then    the  movement    has  assumed    not  onlv  a 
national  but  en  Empire  scope,  and  representatives  of  everv  portion"  of 
the  f:mpire  will  be  present  at  the  commemorative  .elebration  next  vear. 
The  movement,    it  may    Ih>  mentione<l    is  absolutelv    non-partisan    in 
cnaracter,  it  being  recognized  that  Cartier's  memorv  is  a  national  pos- 
session.     The  Prime  Minister    of  the  Dominion,    Right  Hon.    R.    I. 
Ronien;  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party,  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier;  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Sir  LomerGouin;  the  Prime  Min- 
isters of  all  the  Provinces;  leading  Liln-rals  as  well  as  Conservatives, 
throughout  the  Dominion,  have  united  to  render  homage  to  the  memorv 
of  one  who  did  so  much  for  Canada.    Thanks  to  the  co-operation  and 
support  of  the  Dominion  Government  and  the  Government's  of  all  t!ie 
Provinces,  the  erection  of  a  splendid  memorial,  which  will  stand  on  one 
of  the  slopes  of  Mount  F?oyal,  and  the  first  stone  of  which  will  be  laid 
by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  on  Septviul.er  Ist  next, 
18  now  practically  assured.     The  memorial,  the  work  of  the  eminent 
Canadian  sculptor,  Mr.  G.  W.  HU],  will  not  onlv  sen-e  to  honor  a„<l 
perpetuate  Cartier's  memory,  but  will  also  commemorate  the  establish- 
ment of  Confederation,  in  which  he  played  such  a  conspicuous  part.   In 
addition  to  the  imposing    statue  of    Cartier    the  memorial    will  bear 
statues  representing  every  one  of  the  nine  provinces  of  the  Dominion 
the  whole  symbolical  of  that  United  Canada,  which  wa.s  one  of  Cartier's 
cherished  dreams. 

In  connection  with  the  unveiling  of  the  memorial,  it  is  proposed  to 
bold  a  series  ..f  commemorative  c-<'lebrations,  and  it  is  confidentlv  ex- 
pected tliat  the  citizens  of  Montreal,  ever  alive  as  thev  are  to  the 
mtorosts  and  reputation  of  the  commercial  metropolis,  will  give  their 
hearty  support  and  co-operation  in  making  the  celebration  worth v  not 
only  of  the  memory  of  the  great  statesman,  but  also  of  the  leading  citv 
of  the  Dominion,  with  ^vhich  he  was  so  closely  ideiilined.  ' 

And  when,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,'  on  the  (Jtb  of  September 
of  next  year,  the  one  hundredth  anniversarv  of  Cartier's  birth    amidst 

81 


the  plauditB  of  hundreds  of  thomandg  of  Canadians  of  all  origini,  creed*, 
and  political  leanings,  the  ve.l  shall  be  removed  from  the  magnificent 
memorial  which  shall  stand  on  one  of  the  commanding  slopes  of  Mount 
Royal,  teatifying  to  the  grateful  re(K.Knition  of  the  whole  Dominion, 
justice  Khali  have  \>een  done  to  the  memor>-  of  one  who  loved  his  country, 
who  accomplished  great  works  for  its  benefit,  whose  heart  wa«  ever 
•stirred  by  that  feeling  of  ardent  devotion  to  his  native  land  which  he 
himaelf  expressed  in  those  burning  words  of  patriotism : 
"0  Canada,  Man  Pays,  Mea  Amoun!"  * 


0:CANADA,  MY  OWN  BELOVED  LAND  !  • 

From  the  French  " O  CANADA    MON  PAYS.  MES  AMOURS  " 
of  Sir  GiorKf  Etuniu-  Carticr. 


By  John  Boyd 
For  the  Cartier  Centenary. 

"One's  own  land  is  best  of  all, " 

So  an  ancient  adage  says; 
To  sing  it  is  the  poet's  call,' 

Mine  be  to  sing  my  fair  land's  praise. 
Strangers  behold  with  envious  eyes 

St.  Lawrence's  tide  so  swift  and  grand, 
But  the  Canadian  proudly  cries, 

O  Canada,  my  own  beloved  land! 

Rivers  and  streams  in  myriad  maze 

Meander  through  our  fertile  plains. 
Midst  many  a  lofty  mountain's  haze, 

What  vast  expanse  the  vision  chains! 
Vales,  hills  and  rapids,  forest  brakes— 

What  panorama  near  so  grand ! 
Who  doth  not  love  thy  limpid  lakes, 

O  Canada,  my  own  beloved  land! 

Each  season  of  the  passing  year. 

In  turn,  attractions  hath  to  bless. 
Spring  like  an  ardent  wooer,  dear, 

Besports  fair  flowers  and  verdant  dress; 
Summer  anon  prepares  to  wrest 

The  harvest  rare  with  joyful  hand; 
In  Fall  and  Winter,  feast  and  jest. 

O  Canada,  my  own  beloved  land! 


33 


Canadians,  like  their  sires  of  old 

Revel  in  sohr  and  j^aily  live. 
Mild,  gentle,  free,  not  overlxjld, 

Polite  and  gallant,  welcome  give. 
Patriots,  to  country  ever  leal. 

They,  foes  of  slavery,  staunchly  stand ; 
Their  rvatchword  is  the  peace  and  weal 

Oi  .  'inada.  their  beloved  land. 

Each  country  vaunts  its  damsels  fair. 

(I  quite  agree  with  truth  they  boa-^t) 
But  our  Canadian  girls  must  share 

The  witching  charm  of  beauty's  host, 
So  lovely  they  and  so  sincere, 

With  that  French  charm  of  magic  wand, 
Coquettish  just  to  make  them  dear. 

O  Canada,  my  own  belovi d  land ! 

O  my  country,  thou  art  blest, 

Favoured  of  all  the  nations  now! 
But  ttie  stranger's  vile  behest 

Would  the  seeds  of  discord  sow. 
May  thy  brave  sons  for  thy  sake 

Join  to  help  thee,  hand  in  hand. 
For  thy  great  day  doth  e'en  now  break, 

O  Canada,  my  own  beloved  land ! 


*  The  above  which  is  a  faithf  jl  translation  of  the  famous 
French-Canadian  national  song,  "O  Canada  Mon  Pa- s,  Mes 
Amours,"  is  intended  simply  to  give  the  sense  of  the  iginal 
The  song  was  composed  in  1835  by  George  Etienne  Cartier.then  a 
young  man  of  21  who  was  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  figures  in  Canadian  history.  Cartier  was  for  some 
time  secretary  of  the  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Association  which  was 
founded  by  Ludger  Duvemay  in  1834.  and  it  was  at  the  first 
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